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Literary Guild---March Selection 


Religious Book Club---March Selection 


Schmitt, Gladys. David the King. Dial Press. Feb. 25, 


1946. $3.00. 


The David the books Samuel epic figure. 
characters the Old Testament stood above their genera- 
tions, most them because they were divinely appointed 
task and divinely gifted for its fulfillment. They 
commanded admiration, not always affection. None 
them manifested the great human qualities David; 
none them combined many gifts, natural and divine, 
and many the essentials true greatness high 
youth possessed great physical beauty, 
and wisdom beyond his years; during the length his 
long life exhibited keen and serene intelligence, 
sureness decision and action, and heroic bravery 
combat. renowned singer and musician, could 
fashion delicate lyric solemn anthem occasion 
demanded. 


was thus that won and lost the favor Saul, the 
king Israel. was called from his shepherding 
become the armor-bearer the king because other 
could grace his court; but when his personal charm and 
his courage raised him even above the king before the 
multitudes Israel, when Saul heard the populace chant- 
ing: “Saul has killed his thousands and David his tens 
thousands”, only flight could save David from the insane 
Saul. Jonathan, whom David loved brother, 
and Michal, whom had taken his wife, both plotted 
for David against their father that David might escape. 
fugitive, David was driven from one hiding place an- 
other, but even exile soon found himself the head 
aband zealous partisans, devoted irrevocably his per- 
son and his fortune. much acts supreme gen- 


erosity, particularly toward the person Saul himself, 
his bravery, David slowly won his way back power, 
and the death Saul was ready assume his king- 
ship. This accomplishment was not much that 
master strategist was that leader who could 
evoke unwavering devotion his followers. was, 
sense, opportunist that could unfailingly seize 
the opportunity and use his advantage. formed 
political alliance with the Philistines, and used the in- 
ternal dissensions his enemies strengthen his own 
position. His great political accomplishment was not 
merely that became king, but that king moulded 
the heterogeneous tribes the Hebrews into united 
nation, gave internal peace and reduced its enemies 
vassal states. 


His capacity for affection and sympathy kept pace with 
the expansion his power. loved his people, and 
wept rejoiced with them; subject was too insignificant 
command his sympathy. loved the end even 
those who persecuted him, and wept bitterly the death 
Saul. Not even Absolam, his rebellious son, was ex- 
cluded from his heart. was quick repent when 
had offended God man, and his true stature was seen 
not the number his sins (and they were numerous), 
but the depth his repentance. was great spite 
his weaknesses. 


Thus does David appear the Biblical record the two 
books Samuel. The author David the King has 
filled the record and woven about fictionalized life 
David. She has followed the record accurately enough 
all the major details and the historical sequence, and 
has used the legitimate license fiction 
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ground, details, and bring life characters that the 
original are merely mentioned. She has enlarged the 
characters Joab, captain David’s armies, Saul and 
Jonathan, and the wives David; she has outlined 
court intrigues that might well have happened, and created 
plans and strategy for the various military campaigns. 
this respect the story David’s years exile especially 
well done, also the atmosphere the court David 
during his declining years. general the added coloring 
and characterization has not detracted from the essential 
features the Bible story. 


But the very greatness her hero the original story 
obstacle that the author has not surmounted. She has 
not risen her material. view the difficulty 
fictionalizing such epic character, small failures per- 
haps might excused, but she has attempted make 
David “human”, and has succeeded all too well. one 
could possibly object expose the notorious weak- 
nesses the man David. was most surely aware 
his own gifts, and not above generous amount self-love. 
was far from insensible the attractions women. 
But there need exaggerating the weakness until 
becomes, least his early life, practically dissolute. 
attempting portray him “human”, the author has all 
but suppressed the spiritual side his character, his love 
God, confidence God, his religious spirit. True, she 
has attempted times portray his repentance, 
her account the seven days penance for his sin with 
Bath-sheba (Bethsabee), but feeble act contrition 
Much might have been added this respect had 
utilized just few the songs David, the 
salms. 


Certainly nothing gained attributing the slaying 
Goliath another, and making David himself the victim 
popular error. And while the record clear the 
fact his numerous marriages and children, hardly 
necessary describe full detail the birth and awaken- 
ing desire, the course temptation, and the consum- 
mation passion each instance. The restraint the 
original much more artistic. The departure from, 
rather the addition to, the scriptural record the seduc- 
tion Ahinoam especially offensive. 


her description the prophets Samuel and Nathan 
and their prophesying the author seems have adopted 
the position those who identify the prophetic function 
the Jewish prophets with the frenzy pagan priests. 


David the King very long book, and needlessly so. 
written imitation the Biblical style, but has 
the terseness that style. There endless 
repetition, paraphrase, indirection, flowery speech-making. 
gets the way the story. 


Because its naturalistic undertones, and because 
several very suggestive passages, the book cannot rec- 


ommended. 
Charles Denecke, 
Woodstock College, 
Woodstock, Maryland 


Book the Month Club---March Selection 


White, William Allen. The Autobiography William 
Allen White. Macmillan. Mar. 1946. $3.75. 


Almost any book that worth reading once worth read- 
ing twice. Seldom, however, does book appear that can 


Best SELLERs 


read twice, and with pleasure, within period one 
month. William Allen White’s Autobiography such 
volume. Less than month ago this reviewer read 
galley proofs; now has just finished reading again 
the attractively bound book published Macmillan. 
this reviewer’s opinion, Mr. White wrote what will 
doubtedly considered the most interesting 
raphy 1946. 


The book was rightfully accorded front page position 
the book review section the New York Herald-Tribune 
March Gerald Johnson saw much William 
Allen White that was admirable but was not always 
agreement with White’s evaluation men. That 
White would have wished it. Involved almost con. 
tinually public affairs from the date the appearance 
his famous editorial “What’s the Matter With Kansas?” 
1896, until the shadows began close during 1943, 
William Allen White was not only observer but 
participant many fields American activity. His 
Emporia Gazette became one the best known and most 
widely quoted newspapers the nation. 


The editorial just mentioned made White famous. Mark 
Hanna and other leaders the Republican party believed 
that the reprints the editorial had influenced great 
many voters favor the Republican party. White was 
surprised the attention accorded him. Although 
had worked against Bryan and therefore should have 
enthusiastic about McKinley, such was not the 
recollections the outcome the campaign, given 
the Autobiography are typical the honest self-revelation 
found almost every page. Reading such material 
the following will increase the reader’s respect for White: 
have always believed that parties were but means 
end. good partisan believes that party victory 
end itself. Nevertheless crowed editorially the 
election for party, and was much more bitter our 
had known the real significance the election, perhaps 
had realized that was the beginning long fight for 
distributive justice should have been more 
sciously ashamed attitude than was, for was con- 
stitutionally and temperamentally friend the 
underdog. But some way, those days, was blind 
the realities” (p. 286). 


Some the most arresting passages the book are 
White’s appraisals prominent Americans. could 
arouse himself enthusiasm for McKinley; con- 
sidered Mark Hanna being basically honest, although 
saw him the greatest political boss the country had 
ever produced; was practically worshipper Theo 
dore Roosevelt, but mentions anecdotes unfavorable 
McKinley’s successor; was unable pierce 
armor, although was ready admit that 
mentals Wilson was probably right. White was sym- 
pathetic Harding, and blames Harding for little and 
Harding’s associates for much. Why Harding should 
have had such associates, White does not attempt 
plain. The story proper ends with the Harding 
stration. 
printed book what was missing the galley proofs, 
ly, series excerpts from letters written his father 
August, 1943. These are intensely sincere; William 
Allen White really unburdened himself 
letters his friends. wished keep the nation out 


White’s son, White, has added the 
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World War but was willing for time serve 
committee which urged that aid extended the 
countries fighting against Hitler; considered 
much enemy Hitler everything decent civiliza- 
tion; admired Willkie and believed that the latter was 
fundamentally right; opposed Franklin Roosevelt 
election time but usually supported him other times; 
was greatly concerned over the problems which peace 
would present the American people. 


William Allen White had done nothing else save write 
the well known editorial “Mary White” the death 
his seventeen year old daughter, would all indebted 
him. Naturally, this editorial given its entirety 
(pp. 606-609). comparable with anything else the 
whole range English prose. One who could produce 
such editorial could not help but write outstanding 
autobiography. 

Paul Kiniery, 

Loyola University, Chicago 


Aldridge, James. Many Men. Little, Brown. 
1946. 307p. $2.50. 


Truly this has been war many men, men all de- 
grees and conditions, men differing ideologies and 
ideologies all, men fighting blindly many cases, 
knowing only that evil was abroad the world and that 
they wanted crush it. Individuals themselves knew 
little why they fought save for the immediate necessity 
but James Aldridge tells that they fought eradicate 
tyranny the shape Nazism and Fascism and that the 
job will never done until the last remnant (Spain) 
those systems utterly destroyed. 


Mar. 


Himself war correspondent, chooses another free- 
lance, Wolfe, the central character his loosely strung 
story. Coming out Spain the Civil War draws 
close, Wolfe goes Finland for the Russian episode, then 
Norway for the Allied evacuation. roundabout 
reaches North Africa for the early fighting, then 
Greece, Iraq, Lebanon, Tobruk, Singapore, New Guinea, 
Egypt, Stalingrad, back for the invasion North Africa, 
then into Italy and southern France, finally back with 
Russians they began the final offensive against Ger- 
many. Everywhere Wolfe observes the common man 
war, his heroic acceptance hardship, his inability 
state clearly the goals the fighting, his firm determina- 
tion win and eradicate evil. Firmness purpose and 
lack confusion most evident the Russians and 
the conquered peoples, such Fabiano the Italian anti- 
Fascist, who their best eliminate their enemies 
quickly, thoroughly and contrast the West- 
Allies are pictured temporizing with the evil 
Fascism and making use collaborators—fighting only 
half-heartedly against the evil and unwilling eradicate 
clearly and completely. 


This novel but rather the relation string inci- 
dents from which Wolfe draws final pattern, renouncing 
his own affair with Frances Ladd dedicate himself 
the obliteration Fascism Spain. Seemingly the au- 
thor disciple Hemingway with style and technique 
being that the master but somewhat smoother and 
slightly less brutal. Writers this stripe realize that evil 
loose the world and are passionate against but they 
not realize the cause and their cure commodity fre- 


Aldridge Petry 


quently lacking) bad the original evil. There 
profanity, indecency, vulgarity, and illicit sex the story. 
The Church treated decadent organization con- 
cerned solely with its own propagation rather than human 
lives (pp. 106-108) and the helper Fascism (pp. 253- 
255). all there little recommend the book, 
save some the battle scenes, though should not prove 
harmful the mature adult reader. 


* 


Petry, Ann. The Street. Houghton, Mifflin. 
1946. 436p. $2.50. 


the eighteenth century the novelists the tradition 
Samuel Richardson devoted interminable pages the 
pursuit virtuous, but generally stupid, heroines through 
series situations which brought them always the 
verge the flame, but allowed them triumph with 
sense undamaged propriety—which they flaunted 
untarnished trademark final marriage settlement. 
similar device has been employed Mrs. Petry her 
first attempt long fiction, with the important distinc- 
tion that her charming heroine, Lutie Johnson, honest, 
virtuous and above all subterfuge. The technique remains 
the same, however; series chases, ending tragedy, 
however, instead capitalistic marriage settlement 
after the fashion The author has stacked her 
cards that Lutie can run only into blind alley. She 
locked hopelessly labyrinth circumstance. 


Feb. 


Living first with sodden and lustful father who brings 
home string mistresses, Lutie flees into early mar- 
riage, which breaks when her shiftless husband makes 
necessary for her take week-long job maid 
Connecticut home. When she learns that the husband 
imitating her father’s ways, she leaves him, taking her 
young son, Bub. With little money, she moves into 
horrible top-floor apartment 116th Street Harlem, 
studies typing for civil service position, works hard 
possible, but barely makes both ends meet. Because 
she unusual beauty, she pursued avidly lustful 
glances the subway, turning glances the street, 
whistles from bars, gestures from brothel next 
door. She desired more actively the janitor the 
apartment, lascivious goat, Boots Smith, band 
leader who schemingly gives her position with his or- 
chestra (which she quickly leaves) and Old Man 
Junto, monstrous, white real-estate mogul, who warns 
all Harlem that she marked for his future possession. 
The janitor, consumed desire and infuriated defeat, 
instructs Bub the art robbing mail boxes. His revenge 
complete when the boy arrested. ignorance the 
law, Lutie turns everywhere for the money for imagined 
fine and eventually seeks out Boots Smith. Boots recom- 
mends Junto. the final ugly dilemma Lutie pleads for 
chance for the boy (who has now become symbol 
the race), but she scorns Junto’s offer. Certain that 
she will become Junto’s servant, Boots attempts rape 
her first and the scuffle, Lutie kills him. money 
taken from the corpse, Lutie buys ticket Chicago and 
flees “new life”. 


must admitted that the author’s description Har- 
lem accurate physical detail and that she has faith- 
fully summed events she must have seen and heard 
about during her six-year residence there. artist, 
she has the right focus her camera scenes her 
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own selection; critics, others will wish that she had 
moved the lens wider circles. number discus- 
sions with Harlem’s literary leaders the reviewer has 
agreed that Negro literature can worthwhile any 
other kind, and has objected further against the use 
all racial and nationalistic adjectives the discussion 
writing. But has also argued that, while valu- 
able contribution portray the life any group per- 
sons order record history arouse sympathy, 
genuine tolerance—and critical admiration—this cannot 
done selecting the worst element the group. 
indicate that one social unit not only like more eco- 
nomically fortunate one, insist that all human beings 
are essentially alike—and then describe only the worst 
examples human degradation—defeats the basic pur- 
pose honest propaganda. 


The social implications the novel are present for all 
behold—the prejudice, schools, stores, travel; the greed 
mankind accurate reporting market and housing 
conditions; the lack civic supervision, even such 
low plane sanitation service. But how reforms can 
called for, achieved, description hideous people 
(who would have been hideous any environment) 
understand. The sympathy and pity aroused 
for Lutie lost the over-balanced scale moral degra- 
dation. Contrast can achieved successfully when one 
weighed against one, against two, but not the ratio 
one ten. result the preference for detailed 
immoralities, the novel can approved only for indi- 
viduals who have mature approach sociology, and 
that with particular enthusiasm. 


White, Max. the Blazing Light. Novel About Goya. 
Duell, Sloan Pearce. Jan. 16, 1946. 318p. $2.75. 


Francisco Goya lived between 1746 and 1828, mostly 
Madrid. was brilliant painter, uncouth ruffian, 
and perpetual adulterer. This novel largely glori- 
fication his most notorious adultery, that with the 
wicked and beautiful Duchess Alba. The novel stops 
just before Goya became with Joseph 
Bonaparte (so that when the French left, had hide 
three months from the fury the people). His early 
life—a street brawl which three were killed and which 
made him flee from Aragon Madrid, his studies 
Rome, his career bullfighter the provinces—is 
merely alluded to. 


The novel begins when Goya rides Madrid for what 
proves his headquarters for forty years. the way 
meets and plans seduce Feliciana, sweet country 
girl also going Madrid. His first object Madrid 
spend his nights with actress. When the sister 
Francisco Bayeu, court painter and Goya’s teacher, falls 
love with Goya, marries her. They have many 
children whom few live. Josefa proves most devoted 
wife him. He, however, constantly keeps special rooms 
for illicit affairs. Feliciana becomes his first mistress after 
his marriage. But the grand affair that with the beau- 
tiful and wilful Duchess Alba. There are many pages 
bring her finally his rooms for the first adultery. 
Most the rest the book devoted Goya’s sighs 
and sorrows because, though she gives her body, she re- 
mains aristocratically the dominant one. last the 
happy climax reached when the Duchess drops the 
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formal address, and Goya becomes the dominant 
the meanwhile, Goya has become more and more 
portant painter. Largely because the support 
ceived from sinful court women, achieves success 
court. Finally blackmailingly drives his brother-in-law 
work for his appointment court painter. Through. 
out many his friends tangle with the Inquisition, and 
only his Alba connections seem save him. Toward the 
end, co-operates with the lynching one priest In- 
quisitor. the time the French enter Madrid, deaf 
and over fifty, and the book ends speaking him 
man who feared nothing, not even death. 
eyes were getting dimmer, lived constantly the blazing 
light his own genius”. 
but will eternally hot one. Goya’s life was 
bad that wholesome novel about him would have 
make despise him; this novel glorifies him and his 
Even biography such man can hardly 
made wholesome. Only discussion his 
achievements could naturally so. 
But this novel tells little about the real merits and 
significance his art—as novel cannot well 
Historically, the author ennobles Goya his professional 
relations and makes his brother-in-law Francisco Bayeu 
and the court painter Raphael Mengs contemptible, when, 
from what corollary material have read, the reverse 
more true. 
Furthermore, throughout the book our 
aroused for the adulterers, smugglers, ruffians, prostitutes 
whom the Holy Office attacks, and the priests this 
Office are represented the personal vil- 
lains. The Church accused teaching that work dis- 
honorable (p. 66). The old Anglo-Saxon libel that after 
the Moors 1492 were driven out Spain, Spanish 
civilization declined, often repeated. Before the Moors 
came, Spain had Isadore Seville; after the Moors left, 
had Cervantes, Calderon, Lope Vega, Murillo, and 
Velasquez. Nevertheless, the face the most over- 
whelming facts that ever confronted lie and libel, 
authors like Max White keep lamenting that these 
wived Mohammedans could not continue after 1492 
give the Spanish Christians the cultural benefits their 
polygamy! 
This novel not dull reading. But not worth reading 
either for its history its comments art. Morally 
book that should neither have been written 
lished. Books like keep the moral fibre nation 
the unhappy condition Christianity not being tried. 
not recommended anyone. 

* 


Chase, Ilka. Love Miss Tilli Bean. Doubleday, Doran. 
Feb. 21, 1946. 400p. $2.50. 


The author Past Imperfect and Bed Cry now 
has another novel sophistication off the title 
will inevitably recall those Bemelmans, and many 
rental library patrons will induced open its covers 
that account. Which will hard with the gentle old 
ladies who frequent such book stalls, and will unfor- 
tunate for such teen-aged girls may get their literary 
fare from the same shelves. 


The story concerns Maud Matilda Bean, Quaker 
who upon the death her husband has returned her 
father’s Pennsylvania village store with her small daughter. 
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There macaroni salesman—Giovanni Rechetti, Catholic, 
Italian, and his native cooking 
for her, meets her again once twice 
period, marries her and takes mother and daughter back 
with him Italy. The fact that has wife (now 
living happily with her sculptor paramour) and that 
tells nothing about the latter, makes the moment 
when his wife turns his Perugia restaurant bit tense, 
though the author thinks funny. After the first shock 
has subsided, elects continue living with Gio- 
because there seems nothing else do. Even 
after her son born dead, she stays on. 


Tilli meantime goes the local schools, studies art and 
design, and experiences her first contacts with adolescent 
romance she reaches her mid-teens. Her step-father 
looks with sympathetic eye and talks her length 
about the dangers marrying inexperienced bride- 
groom, promising himself avert such misfortunte 
Tilli will let him know advance. Later, when the girl 
does marry, Tio Babbo actually arranges matters this 
end. Long before this happens, however, Tilli has left 
the Italian home for Paris where she works great 
dressmaking establishment and where, seventeen, she 
designs and models gown for mid-season showing, thus 
attracting the attention the owner who falls love 
with her and asks her marry him. The girl thrilled 
his attention even while she senses some note off-key 
their relationship. This identified the night before 
the wedding date when her fiancé tells her incapable 
marriage, and kills himself. Returning her Perugian 
home, the girl later marries young American music 
student. few years after the birth her daughter she 
opens her own dressmaking establishment Rome, but 
dislike for Italian politics, plus the precarious health her 
mother’s father, still living America, once more bring 
back this country Matilda Maud Bean Rechetti and 
Tilli Bean Mayne, together with the latter’s daughter, but 
without either’s husband. 


New York, Tilli and her mother set another dress- 
making establishment and home, where the former’s 
daughter grows and beaux for both mother and 
daughter meet. When, twelve years later, Tilli’s hus- 
band comes back from Italy, she has meantime fallen 
love with artist; and she divorces her husband and 
becomes engaged third man. Whether she marries 
her finacé the artist anybody’s guess the last page. 


The ground plan for the book depends upon certain 
piquancy and archness which, while laying claim osten- 
sibly pure naturalism, soon descends the cute and 
the gasp snigger. For example, there are the early char- 
acters, dainty Quaker girl high principle living sin 
with fat Italian macaroni salesman who stands awe 
and fear his patriarchial father. 


Many the situations, when not immoral, are least 
amoral, but too often the reader supposed consider 
them the latter when they certainly come uncomfortably 
close the former. for instance when Tilli starts 
say her unmarried, pregnant daughter, ‘But, little 
idiot, don’t you realize that this was going 
say wrong awful thing have done’ but stopped. 
What was wrong awful about Two young people 
barely out their own childhoods wanted baby love 
and play with. found difficult work any in- 
ignation.” 
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The book not important novel. sheds little light 
human nature conduct, contributes less than that 
understanding regional national psychology— 
fact, simply repeats some the old cartoons which 
parody national characteristics. The fullest treatment 
goes the description the haute couture the twen- 
ties, Paris’ world dress design, but this never seems real 
enough convince the reader really inside the gates. 
There are occasional funny situations bits, and occa- 
sional scene which sympathetic and tender, the 
preparations for and birth Maud Matilda’s still-born 
son. But the book will never missed from the library 


shelf table. 
Helen Butler, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, 


Karig, Walter; Burton, Earl; and Freeland, Stephen. Bartle 
Report: The Atlantic War. Rinehart. Feb. 28, 1946. 
558p. $3.50. 


December, 1944 Battle Report: Pearl Harbor Coral 
Sea appeared (Best Sellers, Jan. 1945, 178.) Com- 
mander Karig was associated with that volume and also 
with the one under review. third volume which will 
concern itself with the later phases the war the 
Pacific preparation. Volume II, the Atlantic war, 
covers the period from the days the so-called neutrality 
patrol the crossing the Rhine. Although the authors 
were given access official documents the Navy Depart- 
ment does not make itself responsible for the accuracy 
the statements the book. 


general, good its predecessor concerned with 
the Pacific. Although the authors admit that some phases 
the war are still navy secrets, there wealth in- 
formation the warfare the North and the South 
Atlantic, the Caribbean, the Arctic, and the 
Mediterranean. From losing defensive complete 
conquest, the story fundamentally one the growth 
and application American sea power, men-of-war, 
merchant ships, and naval aviation. Credit given 
the naval aid offered our Allies, but the authors are 
convinced that the war was won because the United 
States was able, with Allied help, true. escort 
17,500 ships across the Atlantic, put 3,500,000 men 
ashore, well the 150,000,000 tons fighting equip- 
ment and supplies needed. And what record that 
really the 17,500 troop and cargo ships that were 
convoyed, only fifteen were lost the enemy. the 
final year the war only two ships were torpedoed 
convoy. This record was established time when con- 
voys more than 100 ships were leaving the United 
States every five days. 


But the book not lifeless record made statistics. 
crammed with stories individual heroism; then too, 
some the best pictures taken naval photographers 
and not reproduced elsewhere help make the book in- 
tensely interesting. language barred; every 
chapter easily understood. Each the eight sections 
deals with separate theater operations, but they are 
skillfully blended. The section entitled “Awards and 
Citations” contains some the most heroic accounts 
emerge from the war. The great troop movements men 
and ships the text proper mean more when one learns 
detail what some the men did who were rewarded 


224 


with the Navy Cross some other award. Some 
the citations make more pleasant reading than others 
Thus, the account Ensign John Arnold informs 
that was “the last man over the side the vessel 
capsized, and remained the water several hours 
before was finally picked other survivors who 
had salvaged charred lifeboat”, whereas Lt. (jg) Earl 
Henry Steiger made two strafing attacks upon German 
submarine under continous anti-aricraft fire, but “on the 
third attack, with ammunition one gun only, Lieutenant 
Steiger’s plane was seen fall off the left wing and dis- 
appear into the water. Search area failed locate 
body wreckage the plane”. 


That, course, war, and war what this book faith- 

fully depicts. historical record, well worth 

adding any reference library. For most readers will 

furnish sufficiently comprehensive, easily grasped, and 

very informational account the work the Navy 

the Atlantic and nearby theaters, from 1939 1945. 
Paul Kiniery, 


Loyola University, Chicago 
Ernst, Morris. The First Freedom. Macmillan. Mar. 12, 
1946. xiv, 316p. $3.00. 


Mr. Ernst continues crusade the Brandeis tradition 
against too much “bigness” American life. the pres- 
ent book sounds alarm against the unhealthy trend 
toward monopoly the field mass communications— 
the radio, the press, and the movies. Ernst convinced 
that unless this trend reversed very quickly, American 
democracy will wither for lack full and free exchange 
ideas and opinions among the citizens what pre- 
sumed the freest all free societies. 


Mr. Ernst always the gentlman, even the thick 
battle. never descends personalities his criticism 
the relatively few people who dominate the media 
public opinion the United States. His only concern 
demonstrate that monopoly does exist the communi- 
cations field, that this monopoly (regardless the virtues 
individual monopolists) serious threat democracy, 
and that there are methods hand for reversing this 
unwholesome trend and for buttressing “the first” the 
four freedoms. 


The author has done all distinct service bringing 
this problem into the open forum public debate and 
discussion. has deliberately started argument—for 
which will probably rewarded the wrath the 
monopolists and the gratitude the “small business- 
man” the communications field. But, even more im- 
portant, has drafted what amounts popular mem- 
orandum the Congress—a memorandum which can 
serve the occasion for complete public investigation 
national problem, the seriousness which can hardly 
exaggerated. 


It’s only fair add passing that Mr. Ernst doesn’t pre- 
tend have written the definitive work the field. The 
book popular its approach admittedly compli- 
cated problem, but the author such old hand the 
subject that can safely assume that his treatment 
the subject substantially accurate the factual side. 


It’s pity that Mr. Ernst insists being the philosopher 
well the popular crusader. invariably does, and 
just invariably leaves the present reviewer wishing 


Ernst Loewenstein 
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that could somehow persuaded stick his last, 
His approach the delicate problem the philosophy 
freedom facile and glib and sometime almost sopho- 
moric. But don’t let that prejudice you against the central 
thesis the book. deserves the serious attention 
all us. 

Rev. George Higgins, 

Washington, 


* * * 


Loewenstein, Prince Hubertus zu. The Lance 


Macmillan. Jan. 15, 1946. 166p. $2.00. 


the time the trial and crucifixion Christ detach- 
ments Roman soldiers had been gathered into Jerusalem 
from all the Near East, annual precaution because 
the stubborn rebelliousness the Jews usually intensified 
the Paschal time, but this year added precaution 
because the strained relations between Pilate with 
Herod and the priesthood over the use Temple funds 
build the famous aqueduct. Among the Roman de. 
tachments was group from the Syrian Legion under 
command their centurion, Longinus, professional 
soldier, faithful ancient Roman ideals, the Emperor 
Tiberius and the old Roman gods. Stern, just, efficient, 
straightforward Longinus disgusted with Pilate’s weak- 
ness and time serving and with the sly treachery the 
pretorians whom had always distrusted. 
himself, having performed special services for the Em- 
peror, enjoyed the yet unutilized boon whatever 
favor might ask. this event personal immunity 
and free entrance the Emperor’s person. 


When rioting begins during Holy Week Longinus 
alerted and Christ’s trial has charge guarding the 
court. When Pilate sends Christ Herod tries 
withdraw from the case protect his own interests 
offering Longinus the military governorship Jerusalem 
with which went long coveted tribunate. But Longinus 
felt that his cherished Roman justice was being contra- 
vened and refused. addition was worried about the 
possibility that Christ might the Son God and 
wanted sorely hold his established faith the 
Roman gods. carries packet handkerchiefs the 
Blessed Virgin gift from Pilate’s wife and impressed. 
Then when Christ sentenced rides Calvary 
ing that only show crucifixion planned followed 
resurrection that will incite riot from which the 
crafty Herod will gain power. also remembers ancient 
Roman prophecies about the fall the gods and fears 
lest this Jesus should the fulfillment them. 
surge hate pierces the Savior’s side with his lance. 
Streams blood and water touch him psysically and 
wash the darkness from his soul. His guilt clear, 
pentance instantaneous and recognizes, Jesus, the 
young lad who had touched him strangely years before 
during passing encounter Italy. His lance, specially 
contrived affair which folds into his staff office, Longinus 
sent Tiberius with Mark Armagh, young Irishman 
serving with the Romans. his special favor requests 
Tiberius keep among the treasures State. The 
favor asked removed his immunity 
goes joyfully prison and the third day hears 
“The Lord risen” the story ends. 


This semi-legend novel form artfully though some 
times painfully contrived. Short and simple 


criti 
play 
offer 
and 

cons 
ing 


Wal 
Feb. 

Taki 
who 
office 


Saint 
had 
day 


“A 
Ri 
cul 
she 
Cit 
me 
the 
poi 
the 
con 
Chi 
his 
atel 
and 
disn 
Ale 
. if 
Inc 


his 
philosophy 
the central 


Higgins, 


Jerusalem 
because 
intensified 
precaution 
with 
funds 
Roman de- 
Emperor 
efficient, 
ate’s weak- 
the 

Longinus 
the Em- 
whatever 
immunity 


the 
tries 
interests 
Jerusalem 
about the 
and 
the 
hiefs the 
impressed. 
alvary fear- 
followed 
which the 
bers ancient 
and fears 
hem. Ina 
his lance. 
and 
clear, 
Jesus, the 
specially 
Longinus 


Irishman 


requests 


State. The 


Longinus 


MarcH 15, 1946 


appearance really demands partial knowledge 
Roman and Jewish affairs those days before becomes 
comprehensible. There nothing objectioneble the 
book but its undertones and the general intricacy the 
plot make more suitable for college and adult readers. 


Against Christian. Bobbs-Merrill. Mar. 


$2.75. 

Again Dr. Perkins turns primitive Christianity for his 
theme the attempts the Roman Empire crush the 
new religion. The Antioch actress Cynthia Mamuta, 
most celebrated pantomimist the Roman theatre who 
drafted the Emperor Trajan perform scenes ridi- 
culing the most fundamental beliefs 
vated virulent hatred Bishop Ignatius Antioch, 
she traveled from Rome Antioch with the playwright 
Marcus Macer and the director Roscius. 


Gradually through Colonel Cornelius, commander the 
Citadel Antioch, Marcus and Roscius become closely 
acquainted with the Bishop, his niece Alce and other 
members the Christian community. Marcus, par- 
ticular, who write the scenes, comes appreciate 
the Christian position. Several scenes are introduced 
point the State-Church conflict: there the raid 
the Church trap the Christians violation 
assembly law; the arrest Bishop Ignatius; the trial and 
condemnation the Deacon Herza for assault Cyn- 
thia; the refusal the Bishop participate conclave 
the “pontiffs” high priests all religions; the anti- 
Christian play which Cynthia and Marcus are the 
protagonists. Then crashing finale, Marcus renounces 
his attacks and affirms his faith Christianity; immedi- 
ately fortuitous earthquake swallows Marcus and 
many the anti-Christian Trajan repents 
and recalls power Colonel Cornelius, who 
dismissed after becoming Christian; the Colonel marries 
Alce and Cynthia repents. The loose ends are quickly, 
not neatly, tied. 

contrast The Emperor’s Physician (reviewed Best 
Sellers, 4:70-1, Aug. 1944), there none the scientific 
criticism miracles subtle denial the divine origin 
Christianity. few the lines indicating how the 
play rdicules Christianity might considered slightly 
offensive. Lacking background, smoothness action, 
and depth characterization, Antioch Actress cannot 
considered great novel yet some value show- 
ing one type persecution which the Church under- 
went. Adults may read for recreation. 


* * 


Walworth, Dorothy, Nicodemus. Houghton, Mifflin. 


Feb. 28, 1946. 301p. $2.50. 


Taking its title from the Biblical character, Nicodemus, 
who came Jesus night (John, 1-8), this novel’s 
central theme that minister who had exploited his 
office, lost his faith, and slowly recovered it. 

Saint Simon’s Church the upper East Side was cele- 
brating Easter. Dr. Job Tatum, after the expensive choir 
had sung its hymns, rose preach the text, the 
Resurrection and the Life”. did not believe word 


what was saying” (p. 38). his congregation that 
day were three people looking him for guidance. Laura 
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Hurley, wife radio commentator, saw little hope 
idealism the intellectual group gathered around her 
husband; their opinions were shifting the winds, 
chiefly political winds. Laura typical the modern 
woman loose ends. Then there the intelligent but 
atheistic actor, Nick Romney, who had been assigned 
play the part minister the play “Commuters 
Heaven”. order work himself into the role, Nick 
followed Dr. Tatum his exemplar; with the help the 
Bible Nick arrives some sort Christian belief. Gladys 
Foster, subway change clerk, passed through two crises: 
the loss her friend Winnie for whom she couldn’t get 
proper funeral service because she wasn’t “affiliated”; 
then, just before Christmas, the death her fiancé Jake. 
She too turned St. Simon’s services and the Reverend 
Primrose for consolation. 


Each the four characters reaches some resolution be- 
fore the story’s end though much the result vague. 
Dr. Tatum’s that the democracy religion, ac- 
cepting into the church the humble South Bleecker 
Street well the fashionable the upper East Side. 
Nick Romney has been slightly stirred his ministerial 
role but still longs for the fleshpots. Laura has found 
some consolation awareness Someone Else which 
she tried impart her husband about undergo what 
thought was serious operation. Her conception 
God and suffering still most indefinite. Gladys Foster 
reaches state hope religion through the coincidental 
receipt letter from Jake, written just before his death, 
which asks her attend the midnight Christmas 
service St. Simon’s. Gladys goes, imagines she sees 
Jake and reconciled the church. The service begins. 
Dr. Tatum’s sermon the love which should bind all 
people each other and God. His “words shone 
the silence the church. And they were all true”. 


Both style and thought are extremely choppy and nebu- 
lous. While there nothing very objectionable neither 
there anything commend. Adults can take 
leave it. 
* * 
Ford, Corey and MacBain, Alastair. 
The Secret Story OSS. 
216p. $2.50. 
The war was fought eight separate fronts. there 
was another front; and along its shadowy battle lines 
unseen forces were engaged, war behind the war was 
waged and won. 
The Ninth Front lay deep inside the enemy’s redoubts, 
his foxholes and bivouacs, his factories, 
mines, even his homes. Its weapons were bribery 
and treachery and subversion—a conquered country 
encouraged turn its captors, underground re- 
sistance trained and supplied. Its strategy was terror: 
silent knives and still more silent poison, plastic ex- 
plosives planted the machinery precision-instru- 
ment factory, time-bomb concealed the inspection- 
vent under airplane’s wing (p. 212-3). 
This popular account the work the Office Stra- 
tegic Services will give the layman some light concept 
the operations implied the words “espionage”, “intelli- 
gence and counter-intelligence” “subversive warfare”. 
Through summary recounting some famous opera- 
tions, referred code name retain flavor, “Torch” 
the African invasion plan, see how the operatives 


Cloak and Dagger. 
Random 1945. 


~ 


worked. First there was the patient assemblage detail 
from letters, reports, magazine articles; then the trans- 
mission the armed forces the location major in- 
dustrial objectives, concentration troops, the pres- 
ence Allied fliers who had bailed out and were need 
rescue. 


Surprising most readers will the major part played 
civilians the gathering intelligence data and even 
the execution the operations. Cloak and Dagger 
interesting account even though only popularized 
abridgment the full work the OSS. ends with 
appeal maintain permanent central bureau intelli- 
gence. Style and content are suitable for all readers. 


Inner Sanctum Mystery---March Selection 


Finnegan, Robert. The Lying Ladies. Simon and Schus- 


ter. Mar. 1946. 247p. $2.00. 


the author had been able sustain the mood and pace 
his Prologue, would have had successful mystery 
story. But not satisfied with the number and kind 
characters which the Prologue provided him with, had 
back generation and pick another set, join the 
two, and double the number deaths violence. 
the process the reader gets not only confused trying 
keep the characters and action distinct, but tired well. 
doesn’t care great deal who did what 
when. 


all started when Ralph Flavin, hitch-hiking his way 
California, stopped house “Hamilton” and asked 
for work. got the work, and got charge murder 
the local police blotter. Fortunately, there was news- 
paper man, Sam Banion, around the time who believed 
his innocence and who set out free him, though 
sheriff, police and the rest the local political set wanted 
railroad him the chair. While proving Flavin’s 
innocence, Banion himself came uncomfortably close 
death couple times, but this was all the day’s work. 


The story really Banion’s not Flavin’s, since the latter 
drops into the background after the Prologue closes. 
Banion identified the blurb another Sam Spade, 
but that worthy would have reached for his gun the 


insult. 
Helen Butler, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


* 


Dengel, Mother Anna, M.D. Mission for Samaritans. 
Bruce. Feb. 1946. 126p. $1.75. 


Mother Anna Dengel the foundress the Society 
Catholic Medical Missionaries, the first modern religious 
group founded specifically for the medical apostolate 
the mission fields. This society had its inception 
through the efforts Mother Dengel and Dr. Agnes 
McLaren described Katherine Burton According 
the Pattern (vide Best Sellers, vol. 1936 
Mother Dengel made world-wide survey medical 
mission activity and the present book the result. 


Beginning with the definition medical missions, the 
author indicates that Christ’s commandment charity 
the root this all missionary activity and 
that, addition, the medical mission work restitu- 
tion well—a payment owed justice for the wrongs 
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that have been done the peoples who are the subjects 
modern missionary activity. She follows with very 
brief history the medical missions from early 
anity with the indication that now more than ever before 
the Church interested coupling the healing bodies 
with that souls. Then comes brief survey modern 
medical missionary work which Protestants are credited 
with having recognized the importance medicine and 
having utilized widely their activities. 


The major portion the book devoted survey 
medical missions Africa, India, China, the Philippines, 
Japan, Oceania, Latin America, among North American 
Indians and Esquimos and among the Negroes and poor 
whites our own South. each case the author 
cusses prevailing conditions with regard religion and 
disease, indicating what little has been done and the 
need for greater activity. Dr. Dengel concludes that there 
great need for adequate medical care which, however, 
unable alone solve problems caused social and 
economic dislocations which can remedied only 
renewal all life the spirit Christ. 


The book valuable beginning reading new but 
important field missiology. outlines the problem 


clearly and indicates the need increased 
less say the book can recommended all. 

Gould, John. Farmer Takes Wife. Morrow. Nov. 


1945. 153p. $2.00. 


Some two-odd years ago Elinor Graham soared into best- 
sellerdom with her account Our Way Down East; now 
have complementary book about Maine, this one 
recounting the joys running farm. John Gould un- 
doubtedly serious farmer who has found Miltonic 
joy the habits roosters, the perversity bees, the 
attitudes his neighbors who are often peculiar 
strong-willed way and outsiders who come his farm 
and refuse the basswood honey because dark and 
strong who love nature much that every July one 
woman would visit just sit under the basswood tree, 
enjoying the blossoms and the bees. knows how 
distill from his experiences and from Maine traditions the 
best and imparts that homely, matchless prose. Above 
all shows that Maine people are self sufficient, using 
their own minds and hands and working forward the 
traditions their pioneering ancestors. Their attitude 
toward city life characterized the expression John’s 
wife, who had become completely “naturalized” that 
she could say about Boston, “It’s too far away ever 
amount anything”. 

Farmer Takes Wife definitely won’t teach you how 
farm fifteen easy chapters but will give you few 
pleasant hours with family that enjoys life Maine 
way. 


Gardner, Erle Stanley. The Breaks 
row. Feb. 13, 1946. 217p. $2.00. 


‘The murderer put the seal silence the lips 
and now he’s tried seal the lips Hattie Irwin. We've 
got break that says Major Douglas Selby, 


(Continued page 228) 
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NOW ARE FIVE 


Yes, BEST SELLERS has now attained the age five! Born April 
1941 mimeographed publication seven pages has since been 
published twice month without break. that first volume re- 
viewed 177 books, chiefly secular fiction. Volume Five, concluding 
with this issue, have evaluated 380 books, divided almost equally 
between fiction and non-fiction. addition secular titles have 
also been covering the most popular Catholic books during the past year. 


Thus, today, BEST SELLERS covering more than twice many books 
did five years ago; today BEST SELLERS printed rather than 
mimeographed. Both these improvements have been made without in- 
crease subscription price, primarily because during these years our 
circulation has grown constantly. thank our subscribers who have 
been most loyal not only renewing their subscriptions but recom- 
mending BEST SELLERS others and donating subscriptions 
their friends and public libraries. thank our reviewers who have 
performed invaluable services expressing their opinions clearly and 
frankly and promptly. the Editor and Committee the CATHOLIC 
PERIODICAL INDEX express our appreciation for indexing our 
reviews. 


the coming volumes again pledge ourselves maintain standards 
critical reviewing along literary and moral lines. 


Still Available 


Volume Four, April, 1944 March, 1945, there are three unbound 
sets $2.00 each. Volume Five, April, 1945 March, 1946, there 
are approximately 100 sets stock. There are also limited numbers 
single copies issues Volumes Three, Four and Five cents each. 
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(Continued from page 226) was trying break court, the contestants which 
former district attorney for Madison City, California, now seemed very probably involved the murder. 
furlough from the army. All three made good supporting case for the former 


Strictly speaking, Doug Selby had official capacity prepared outsmart old “A. C.”, the 
Madison City since his induction into the army, and Alphonse Baker Carr. But former 
fore right take part the hunt for the individual books found loophole through which 
who put cyanide the sugar cubes brought with indictment and thus ready for subsequent 
breakfast order the hotel room Fred Albion Roff. incidents when Selby should have returned 
Selby’s friends, Sheriff Rex Brandon, newspaper Stanley Gardner fans will welcome this latest 
Sylvia Martin, and Attorney Inez Stapleton, however, triumph their hero, but more discriminating 
all interested the case. Aside from his official responsi- der readers will continue protest against the absence 
bility, the sheriff stood good chance being held cul- clues which would give them chance the 
pable bungling the new state’s attorney failed too. Their resentment will probably become vocal 
the case. Sylvia was looking for newspaper copy the the malign fate which fixes the crime obscure 
fact that two unpretentious individuals got off the who enters only briefly into the action. 
wearing white gardenias, and that box the same Helen Butler, 

flowers was delivered the murdered man’s room. Miss Marywood College, 
Stapleton was concerned about the million-dollar will she Scranton, 


Index This Volume 


Note: After the reference page and date there given— Bell, Woodrow Wilson and the People, 

numerical symbol indicating the moral classification 15, 

the book. These are the groups which the symbols Ward Twenty, 201. Feb. 1946. 
Bemelmans, The Blue Danube, 30. May 1945. 


Suitable for General Reading. 
onsal, When the French Were Here, 10. Apr. 
Unsuitable for General Reading But Permissible 1945. Ila 
for Discriminating Adults. Borden, Francesca Cabrini. Staff Scrip, 
IV. Not Recommended Any Class Reader. 51. June 1945. 
Ila 
Adams, Album American History, II, 1783-1853, Augustine’s Quest for Wisdom, 
Adams, The Treasure Chest, 207. Feb. 15, 1946. Ila The Young Jefferson, 1743-1789, Apr. 
Adams, Woollcott, 66. July 1945. IIb 1945. 


Adamson, Eddie Rickenbacker, 214. Mar. Bowman, Beach Red, 166. Dec. 
Albrand, None Shall Know, 70. July 1945. Branson, The Fearful Passage, 178. 15, 1945. 
Aldanov, For Thee the Best, 152. Nov. 15, 1945. IIb IIb 
Aldridge, Many Men, 221. Mar. 15, 1946. Joe, Apr. 1945. IIb 
Alland, The Springfield Plan, 91. Aug. 15, 1945. Henry Memorial Award Prize Stories 
Allingham, Pearls Before Swine, 15, 1945, 180. Jan. 
1945. Ila Brinig, You and 164. Dec. 

Alinsky, Reveille for Radicals, 198. Feb. 1946. Bromfield, Pleasant Valley, May 15, 1945. Ila 

Armstrong, The Unsuspected, 208. Feb. 15, 1946. Brooks, The Brick Foxhole, 46. June 1945. 


Brown, Artie Greengroin, Pfc., 86. Aug. 
Arno, The Bedside Tales, 76. July 15, 1945. IIb 
Asch, One Destiny, Epistle the Christians, Bruff, The Manatee, 139. Nov. 1945. 

127. Oct. 15, 1945. Buchanan, This Bread, 70. July 1945. 


Bailey, The Wrong Man, 108. Sept. 15, 1945. Portrait Marriage, 174. Dec. 15, 1945. 
Bailey, Woodrow Wilson and the Great Betrayal, Bulman, Molders Opinion, 167. Dec. 
15, 1945. Ila Burman, Rooster Crows for Day, 
Baker, Party Line, 31. May 1945. 1945. 
Baker, American Chronicle, Apr. 1945. Burnet, The Question, 119. Oct. 1945. 
Bauer, Behold Your King, 93. Sept. 1945. Burnett, Time Young, 26. May 1945. 
Bayer, Eye for Eye, 76. July 15, 1945. Busch, Lost Continent?, 153. Nov. 15, 1945. Ila 
Beck, Second Carrot from the End, 208. Feb. 15, Burton, According the Pattern, 


1946. 1946. 
Becker, The Bedside Book Famous French Stories, Skip Lou, 118. Oct. 
160. Dec. 1945. Caldwell, Wide House, 22. May 1945. 
Becker, Freedom and Responsibility the Male Call, 86. Aug. 1945. IIb 
Way Life, 163. Dec. (Continued page 230) 
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The Index American Catholic Pamphlets 


these modern times pamphlets have assumed increasing importance teaching 
and apologetics. The three volumes The Index American Catholic Pam- 
phlets supply invaluable aid the location over 3,000 titles. Arranged 
classified form The Index gives author, title, publisher, date publication, pagina- 
tion and price. This sample main entry from Volume Two (1942): 


95. Mass 
PARSCH, PIUS. Study the Mass. Tr. and pre- 
pared for discussion groups the Rev. William 
Busch. Liturgical Press, 1941. 


thorough yet popular explanation the Mass 
whole, historically and present, followed detailed 
treatment each part. This the author’s own synopsis 
his larger work, The liturgy the Mass (Herder). 
Popular liturgical library, series no. 


alphabetical index authors, subjects, titles, series and cross references pro- 
vides easy approach the classified section. This sample reproduces brief 
portion the alphabetical index Volume Two: 


Devotional Exercises. See: Litanies; Novenas; 
Prayers; also, names particular devotions, e.g., 
Rosary, Way the Cross; and also, names 
particular persons, e.g., Mary, Blessed Virgin; 
Jude, St., etc. 

Englert. Eastern Catholics, 

Equality women. Hawks, 167 

Erring, devotion for conversion of, 

Eternal heroines. N.C.C.W., 205 

Ethics. See: Conduct Life; Medical Ethics; 
Newspaper Ethics; Sexual Ethics 

EUCHARIST. Main entry, 


Martin. Stations the Cross, 

Wallace. Honey from the rock, 

See also: Benediction the Blessed Sacrament; Com- 
munion, Holy; Holy Hour; Mass; Peter Julian Eymard, 
Pius 


separate section devoted pamphlets written for children. 


Volume Three The Index now preparation and tentatively scheduled for 
May 1946 publication. 


SCHEDULE PRICES 


The Index American Catholic Pamphlets, $0.75 
The Index American Catholic Pamphlets, 1.25 
The Index American Catholic Pamphlets, 1.00 


Note: The three volume set price $2.50; will sent soon published. 
Orders sent with remittance will sent postpaid 


EUGENE WILLGING 
UNIVERSITY SCRANTON 
Box 631, SCRANTON PENNSYLVANIA 
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Caruso, Enrico Caruso; His Life and Death, 48. 
June 1945. Ila 
Casey, Battle Below: The War the Submarines, 
89.. Aug. 15, 1945. Ila 
This Where Came In, 97. Sept. 
1945. 


Caspary, Bedelia, 76. July 15, 1945. IIb 

Cerf, Laughing Stock, Nov. 1945. IIb 

Chase, Love Miss Tilli Bean, Mar. 15, 1946. 

Chase, Men Work, 56. June 15, 1945. 

Chase, Trade, 184. Jan. 1946. Ila 

Ciano, The Ciano Diaries, 1939-1943, 195. Feb. 
1946. IIa 

Clark, The City Trembling Leaves, 45. June 
1945. IIb 

Cobb, Wayward Parent, Irvin Cobb, 176. 
Dec. 15, 1945. Ila 

Cohen, Coming Home, 47. June 1945. 

Coles, The Fifth Man, 193. Jan. 15, 1946. Ila 

Cook, Mrs. Palmer’s Honey, 1946. Ila 

Corbett, The Red-haired Lady, 59. June 15, 1945. 

Corwin, Note Triumph, 62. June 15, 
1945. Ila 

Coryn, The Marriage Josephine, 168. Dec. 
1945. IIb 

Costain, The Black Rose, 94. Sept. 1945. Ila 

Cousins, Modern Man Obsolete, 185. Jan. 
1946. 

Cronin, Economic Analysis and Problems, 190. Jan. 
15, 1946. 

The Practical Cogitator, 180. Jan. 1946. 


Dallin, The Big Three. The United States, Britain 
and Russia, 91. Aug. 15, 1945. Ila 
Dark The Little Company, 40. May 15, 1945. 
Davis, The Stars Incline, 216. Mar. 1946. IIb 
Davis, Soldier Democracy, 188. Jan. 15, 1946. 
All Out for the Sack Race, Oct. 1945. 
203. Feb. 


Dean, The Four Cornerstones Peace, 
15, 1946. 

Deeping, Reprieve, 65. July 1945. 

DeKruif, The Male Hormone, 44. June 1945. III 

Mission for Samaritans, 226. Mar. 15, 
1946. 

Derrickson, Funny Business, 108. Sept. 15, 1945. 

Donohue, Exile the Stars, 170. Dec. 1945. 

Dowdey, Where Love Sleeps, 15, 
1945. IIb 

Downes, Heartwood, 95. Sept. 1945. 

Drake, Black Metropolis, 161. Dec. 1945. 

Maurier, The King’s General, 15, 
1946. IIb 

Dunne, Padre Views South America, Apr. 
15, 1945. 

Durkin, John Dooley Confederate Soldier, 25. May 
1945. 


Edwards, This Night Called Day, 194. Jan. 15, 
1946. 


Ernst, The Best Yet, 21. May 1945. 
Ernst, The First Freedom, 224. Mar. 15, 1946. 


BEsT SELLERs 


1945. 


Farnum, The Wool Merchant Segovia 
phonsus Rodriguez), 117. Oct. 

Fast, Patrick Henry and the Frigate’s Keel, 39, 
May 15, 1945. 

Feeney, Your Second Childhood, 84. Aug 

Field, Freedom Only Word, 26. May 1945, 
Ila 


Fine, Democratic Education, 188. Jan. 15, 1946. 

Finnegan, The Lying Ladies, 226. Mar. 15, 1946. 

Fitzgerald, The Portable Scott Fitzgerald, 129, 
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Annotated Spiritual Reading List 


Compiled 


ALOYSIUS MILLER, 


Librarian, University Scranton 
and 


WILLIAM GIBBONS, 


Associate Editor, 


This sixteen page pamphlet, reprinted from the February, 1946, Catholic 
Library World, selected list spiritual reading books which look 
the formation the spiritual life Catholics. has been compiled 
from longer list that had been widely circulated and criticized. 


Books have been selected according these groups: 
Technical Books Biography 
Prayer Life Christ 
Spiritual Exercises Blessed Virgin Mary 
St. Ignatius Loyola Ascetical and Devotional 


Each group preceded directive commentary and each book carries 
brief descriptive annotation with indication the level the book 
the reader whom would appeal. 


the formation the Spiritual Reading Library each Catholic insti- 
tution this booklet will most valuable. should prove helpful 
clergy, religious and laymen; will particular value those giving 
spiritual direction others. 


Single copy, fifteen cents. Ten more copies, ten cents each. 


Orders sent with remittance will shipped postpaid. 
Published 
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